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We enjoy our time together as a fan ore anything

and love to get outside as much as we c¢an all year. We
wim in the summer, go on hayrides in the fall, and play in

w in the winter. Tom is great at building big snow

d sled riding hills in our spacious backyard and the

or kids come over to enjoy them with us. We value

- —-_ having dinner together as a family, Wthh is something we . 3 -.'H'"
- ‘_.__,L__m_.iqarned from our families when we were growingup:™ o e s — i """'E_—'i

e ‘Sunday mornlngs Tom makes his special whole
wheat pancakes, and Adam is now getting good at
cracking the eggs. We are members of the zoo and attend
frequently; Adam enjoys riding the train and visiting the tiger.

Bridgette is a member of early childhood PTA,
where we attend fun kid’s outings and family parties.

We also joined a playgroup with kids of the same age.
Bridgette plans to be a member of PTA in the future to
make sure education remains a priority.

. Summer is our favorite time of year. We enjoy our
i 22 foot “Checkmate” boat with family and friends.
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Our home

We always planned to have children and built our house a
few years ago in a neighborhood with lots of young children
and a top-rated school system. We love our neighborhood,
and are very fortunate to have great neighbors who are now
also our close friends.

We have a comfortable two- story house, with

four bedrooms, and a large back yard with a sandbox and
jungle gym. In our neighborhood, it’s quite common to find
children outside playing and families walking together on
sidewalks, enjoying the outdoors. Our development has a
pool and a children’s’ playground a short walk from our
home. We enjoy splashing and swimming in the pool in the
summer; it’s one of our favorite things to do.

Our extended family

Our families embrace adoption and encouraged us from the start with the adoption of Adam, and they are so
excited for us to adopt again. We are very fortunate to have such a supportive family. We have three sets of

grandparents who are always interested in seeing our son while providing love and support.

Bridgette’s mom (Grandma Ann) visits weekly to help watch Adam, when Bridgette works part
time. Bridgette’s mom is patient and kind and a wonderful role model. Bridgette’s parents are both retired
school teachers who live in Ohio. We enjoy spending holidays with our extended families. Adam also has a
good time playing with his cousins, especially the two who live nearby.

Tom’s parents live in the area and visit often for cookouts and other family gatherings. Tom
is very close with his siblings, brother and sister, twins who are three years older than him. In the summer
we go boating with his brother, who lives nearby, and vacation together frequently. Tom and his brother both
play on the same hockey team. Tom’s sister and her husband, who live two hours away, have a newborn
baby and everyone is excited to have another little one in the family.



Dear Birth Parent(s),

We know you are going through a very emotional time, and our hearts go out to you. And we also know that you
will make a decision that is right for you and your baby.

We understand how life doesn’t always go as planned, but that is what makes life interesting.
We struggled with infertility for several years, and knowing that we were meant to be parents, we realized
adoption was our destiny. Our son Adam was adopted from Guatemala, and we couldn’t imagine our lives
without him. We truly believe we were always meant to be together.

Looking back on our infertility, it was the most difficult time of our lives, but in the big picture it brought us
together with our son Adam, which has been the happiest and most rewarding part of our life. We really want to
raise another child; we have much more love to give. We also appreciate the value of siblings and think a second
child would help make our family complete. We are all so excited about having a new baby in our family.

We know we are blessed with our son and the love we share, as a couple and as a family.
We are also fortunate to have financial security. Bridgette wanted to be able to stay home with our son, and we
made that dream come true. She became a stay-at-home mom when Adam came home. She still works some part-
time hours from home and goes into the office one day a week, but it’s a very flexible arrangement. Bridgette’s
mother, Grandma Ann, watches Adam when she works. Grandma and Adam fill their days by baking in the
kitchen, going to the libraries for story time and attending classes for children at the nature center.

We believe strongly in education, and we promise to encourage and support a child’s skills and interests
in sports, music and arts. We believe it is our responsibility to build our childrens’ self esteem and try to encourage

them to pursue any of their interests. We have lots of hugs, kisses and love to share in our home.

At bedtime we frequently remind Adam of his adoption
story, and we have several terrific children’s books about
adoption that we often read to him. We are so grateful to
his birth mom, and we tell him how loving and brave she
is, and that we care for her very much.

Our family is willing to meet you and send pictures and
letters for a year or more if you so desire. We are also open
to a future relationship.

We are a loving, caring family who enjoy life
and love to laugh. We truly believe in “what is meant
to be,” and have faith that we will end up with a child who is

“meant to be with us.”

Sincerely,

Tom and Briogette



