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AGENCY ADOPTION FEE AGREEMENT

         This agreement was entered into this                  day of                                     , 20      , 

between                                                                                                                       , hereinafter 

referred to as the Adoptive Applicant, and ADOPTION CIRCLE, a state-licensed, non-profit 

adoption agency. The Parties agree to the following:

1)
ADOPTION CIRCLE will provide the following services for the Applicant in a reasonable and professional manner but cannot guarantee that a placement or adoption will occur.

            2)
The Adoptive Applicant will pay for these services when invoiced.

3)
The Adoptive Applicant is responsible for the payment of all invoiced fees regardless of whether an adoption plan is finalized.

4)
The Adoptive Applicant may be responsible for additional Agency fees for ancillary services as outlined in Item II of this Agreement and shall be invoiced for these fees if those services are required.

5)
The Adoptive Applicant shall be responsible for non-Agency fees including, but not limited to, medical, legal and foster care charges, as delineated in Item III  of this Agreement, and shall be invoiced for the incurred expenses, if those services are required.  

6)
Once an Adoptive Applicant begins the process with ADOPTION CIRCLE, should the Applicant/s receive a child from another adoption source or become pregnant and deliver the child, Adoption Circle shall place your file/adoption plan “on-hold” for a period not to exceed two years from the “on-hold” date. 

Please note: Applicant/s may receive a notice that their homestudy may be expiring during the “on-hold” period. It is the responsibility of the Applicant/s to maintain a current homestudy in the event they desire to reactivate.  If the Applicant/s wish to reactivate their file/adoption plan with Adoption Circle, the Applicant/s must notify Adoption Circle, in writing, prior to the expiration date of the “on-hold” status. Fees paid to Adoption Circle will be credited, however, the Applicant/s will be responsible for any costs or time associated with updating their file, including but not limited to, homestudy updates, current education/training, and obtaining updated documents. Applicant/s will be required to sign a new Fee Agreement that may reflect increases in adoption fees. Applicant/s will be expected to comply with any and all fees, policies, and standards set forth by Adoption Circle and the State of Ohio at the time of reactivation. 
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$16,000.00

A non-refundable payment of three-thousand five hundred dollars ($3,500.00) is due fourteen (14) days prior to attendance at the Orientation & Education Meeting or when invoiced, whichever is earlier.  The next payment of two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500.00) is due upon completion and approval of the Homestudy/Family Assessment.   The balance is due and owing within seven (7) days of placement.

I.    The following services are offered as part of your agency adoption.

· Adoptive applicant education and training

· One complete homestudy, review or update.

· Assistance with writing adoptive applicant profile.

· Birthparent services – state required assessments, counseling, education and provision of informational materials. 

· Working with adoptive applicant to design your individual adoption plan                         

· Preparation of legal documentation for surrender and placement and the review of these completed documents.

· Communication with legal representatives of either party.

· Acceptance of Permanent Surrender.

· Accept physical custody of child from hospital, foster or parental care and facilitate transfer of physical custody to adoptive family.

· Post-placement communication for one year from date of placement.

· Post-placement supervisory visits, seven visits included. (Ohio residents only) Non-Ohio residents shall arrange and cover the costs of the post-placement supervisory visits in their state of residence.
· Facilitating payment of medical bills and legal bills.

· Application for Medicaid assistance for newborn and application for subsidies, if requested

· Intermediary communications between birthparents, adoptive applicants, legal counsel, health care and social service providers and other agencies, if necessary.

II.  Potential additional fees.  The necessity of these services will be determined on a case by            case basis.

· Legal termination of birthfather’s rights (does not include




$950

       cost of publication, court costs and guardian ad litem charges)
                               
            

·    Update of an Adoption Circle homestudy





$750
·    Compliance with Interstate Compact, out-of-state placements only 



$800

·    Compliance with the Indian Child Welfare Act or other
         
          


$700 
 


   statutory  requirements

·    Native American clearinghouse fee   



     
                
$150

·    Attending face-to-face meetings between birthparents and adoptive applicants
              $250

·    Preparation of legal documents required for Finalization Hearing       


$200

·    Appearance by an Agency representative at a Finalization Hearing      


$200       

·    Accepting temporary custody of child            





$500 

·    Arranging and delivering child to foster care





$200
·    Surrender, Placement or meeting on a weekend or holiday
           



$200

·    Special Requests (i.e. non-routine medical tests for the              



$250 per hour 

       birthparent and/or child) in addition to the cost of the test itself         

·    Post-adoption counseling & education                                               


$100 per hour

·    Non-routine legal services


   
                                                         $225 per hour

·    Additional post-placement supervisory visits, required after seventh visit


$200 each

·    Request for archived information Post-Finalization




$30

·    Agency management of Birthparent living expenses




$125

           NOTE: ADOPTION CIRCLE has attempted to make its fee all inclusive.  However, each adoption is different and you may require additional services.  Therefore, Adoption Circle reserves the right to charge additional reasonable fees on a case by case basis.
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III.  Non-Agency Fees to be paid by Adoptive Applicant if unpaid or not reimbursed through              another source.

·    Adoption related medical expenses for birthmother and child, only if placement occurs.

·    Attorney fees incurred in the legal representation of adoptive applicant, if such representation is desired.

·    Attorney fees incurred in the legal representation of birthparent(s), whether or not a placement is completed.

·    Court costs, cost of publication and Guardian ad Litem fees for Birthfather Termination Hearings or Best Interest Hearings.  

·    Attorney fees and court costs incurred for the finalization and issuance of the Final Decree of Adoption and birth certificate.

·     Foster care cost, if applicable.

·    Costs incident to the homestudy such as the cost of childcare class, CPR class, fingerprints and physical examinations, etc.

·    Cost of diagnostic and/or therapeutic services for adoptive applicant requested by the Agency at any time during the adoption process.
·    Cost of a private investigator to locate and/or serve papers on any individual.

·    Independent counseling for each of the birthparents

·    Homestudy or homestudy services for non-Ohio residents: Applicants arrange services and payment directly with the service provider in their home state

·    Post Placement Supervision for non-Ohio residents:  Applicants arrange services and payment directly with the service provider/agency in their home state

·    Birthmother living expenses not to exceed $3,000.00 per Birthmother

.

MY SIGNATURE BELOW INDICATES THAT I HAVE READ AND FULLY UNDERSTAND THIS AGREEMENT.


______________________________________

______________________________

Adoptive Applicant


Date


Adoptive Applicant

Date

_______________________________________

Agency Representative

Date






*Please retain a copy for your records
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